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“[Anne] McCaffrey here adds yet another dimension to her colorful and vivid saga by
focusing on the attractive dolphins and their highly believable society.”—Publishers
Weekly When the first humans came to settle the planet Pern, they did not come alone:
intelligence-enhanced dolphins also crossed the stars to colonize Pern’s oceans while
their human partners settled the vast continents. But then disaster struck. The deadly
silver spores called Thread fell like rain from the sky, and as the human colonists’ dreams
of a new, idyllic life shattered into a desperate struggle for survival, the dolphins were
forgotten. Now, centuries later, as the dragonriders of Pern prepare to complete the
momentous task of ridding their world of Thread forever, T’lion, a young bronze rider,
and his friend Readis, son of the Lord Holder of Paradise River Hold, make contact with
the legendary “shipfish.” And as the dragonriders grapple with the end of an era, T’lion,
Readis, and the dolphins face the start of a new one: reviving the bond between land- and
ocean-dwellers—and resurrecting the dreams of the first colonists of Pern. Shortly after
Fiona's return to Fort Weyr, three Turns older and wiser, her queen, Talenth, is infected
with the dreaded sickness that has consumed so many of Pern's precious fire-breathing
dragons. Talenth's recovery and the recovery of all the other dragons of Pern is delivered
by the unflagging efforts of Lorana and Kindan at Benden Weyr - but their one vital clue
is only bought with the loss of all the dragons of Telgar Weyr. Fiona is sent to relieve the
distressed weyrfolk of the now-dragonless Weyr. When her queen, Talenth, rises to mate,
Fiona finds herself not only Telgar's senior Weyrwoman but in the center of the dilemma
that confronts all Pern - how can the one thousand fighting dragons do the job of three
thousand? And, if they can't, how long will it be before all of Pern is consumed by
Thread? A volume of essays exploring some of the best genre fiction of the last 40 years.
When Anne McCaffrey passed in November 2011, it was not only those closest to her who
mourned her death; legions of readers also felt the loss deeply. The pioneering science
fiction author behind the Dragonriders of Pern® series crafted intricate stories,
enthralling worlds, and strong heroines that profoundly impacted the science fiction
community and genre. In Dragonwriter, Anne's son and Pern writer Todd McCaffrey
collects memories and stories about the beloved author, along with insights into her
writing and legacy, from those who knew her best. Nebula Award–winner Elizabeth Moon
relates the lessons she learned from Pern's Lessa (and from Lessa's creator); Hugo
Award–winner David Brin recalls Anne's steadfast belief that the world to come will be



better than the one before; legendary SFF artist Michael Whelan shares (and tells stories
about) never-before-published Pern sketches from his archives; and more. Join Anne's co-
writers, fellow science fiction authors, family, and friends in remembering her life, and
exploring how her mind and pen shaped not only the Weyrs of Pern, but also the literary
landscape as we know it. Contributors include: • Angelina Adams • David Brin • David
Gerrold • John Goodwin • Janis Ian • Alec Johnson • Georgeanne Kennedy • Mercedes
Lackey • Sharon Lee and Steve Miller • Lois McMaster Bujold • Elizabeth Moon •
Charlotte Moore • Robert Neilson • Jody Lynn Nye and Bill Fawcett • Robin Roberts •
Elizabeth Ann Scarborough • Wen Spencer • Michael Whelan • Richard J. Woods •
Chelsea Quinn Yarbro Kindan is an apprentice harper at the Harper Hall but he is finding
the lessons very difficult and although he has his friends, Nonala, Kelsa and Verilan, he
also has enemies, such as the bully Vaxoram. Things begin to improve for Kindan when
he beats Vaxoram in a duel and Vaxoram becomes first his servant and then gradually his
trusted friend. Then Kindan impresses a fire-lizard and becomes the proud owner of the
magnicent Valla. At the hatching he meets Koriana, daughter of Lord Holder Bemin of
Fort Hold. She also impresses and she and Kindan fall in love, but her parents disapprove
and she has to return to Fort Hold. Then a plague begins to spread across Pern, killing
nearly everyone infected. Kindan and his friends search the harper records to see if they
can find a cure, but all they can find is mention of a similar plague over a hundred Turns
past. As the plague gets worse Kindan and Vaxoram are sent to Fort Hold to help tend
the sick. Kindan will be reunited with Koriana, but will she be free of the plague, and will
he be able to find a cure before more people die? Let Anne McCaffrey, storyteller
extraordinare and New York Times and Sunday Times bestselling author, take you on a
journey to a whole new world: Pern. A world of dragons and other worldly forces; a world
of mighty power and ominous threat. If you like David Eddings, Brandon Sanderson and
Douglas Adams, you will love this. 'Anne McCaffrey, one of the queens of science fiction,
knows exactly how to give her public what it wants' - THE TIMES 'Marvellous. A journey
into pure fantasy, just what's needed to escape for a few hours.' -- ***** Reader review
'Such tension and emotion throughout this book!' -- ***** Reader review 'Absorbing' --
***** Reader review 'Anne McCaffrey has out-done herself yet again' -- ***** Reader
review 'Absolutely fantastic' -- ***** Reader review
*******************************************************************************************
A new age is dawning on Pern, for since the dragons have changed the orbit of the Red
Star, the horrors of Threadfall will soon be a thing of the past. Yet nothing in Pern stays
stable for long. Further dangers are beginning to emerge, however, as those calling
themselves the Abominators plot together to destroy all the learning that has been
discovered from the records of the Old Ones. And, on top of this, now comes a fresh and
terrible catastrophe - a large cometary fragment is hurtling towards Pern and cannot be
deflected. Everyone - dragons, riders, holders and craftsmen - must stand by to perform a
giant rescue operation. As F'lessan, son of Lessa and F'lar, plays his heroic part in the
events that follow, he is helped by Tai, his new weyrmate. Will they be the ones to protect
Pern or will it be the dragons who provide the solution to the dangers of the skies? In its
114th year, Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse
digital, events, brand, content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most
trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about the latest music, video, gaming,
media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends. This is the story of one
woman's journey from amateur painter to botanical artist, told through the sketchbooks
and paintings she produced for the Distance Learning Diploma Course run by the Society
of Botanical Artists. Packed with advice and tips, this book will serve as a guide and
inspiration to anyone wanting to embark on life as a botanical artist. This book is both a



showcase of Mary Ann Scott's work and a record of her achievements, including first-
hand accounts of the joys and challenges she faced as she progressed. It contains work
from every assignment she undertook, from her first attempts at drawing a tulip to the
triumphant paintings she made for her diploma portfolio. Along the way are delicate
floral compositions, juicy fruit and vegetables, botanical dissections, and her adventures
out in the field. Margaret Stevens's comments on each assignments are also included,
giving an insight into the assessment process and an all-round view of Mary Ann's
successes and (very rare) failures. The book ends with a glorious selection of Mary Ann's
ongoing work as a botanical artist. A new hero emerges in a divided world as one of sci-
fi’s most beloved series—Anne McCaffrey’s Dragonriders of Pern—relaunches with this
original adventure from Anne’s daughter, Gigi McCaffrey. In honor of the fiftieth
anniversary of the Dragonriders of Pern series, Gigi does her mother proud, adding to the
family tradition of spinning unputdownable tales that recount the adventures of the brave
inhabitants of a distant planet who battle the pitiless adversary known as Thread. The
last time Thread attacked Pern, the world was unprepared for the fight—until the
Oldtimers appeared. These courageous dragonriders arrived from the past, traveling four
hundred years to help their descendants survive. But the collision of past and present
took its toll. While most of the displaced rescuers adapted to their new reality, others
could not abide the jarring change and found themselves in soul-crushing exile, where
unhappiness and resentment seethed. Piemur, a journeyman harper, also feels displaced,
cast adrift by the loss of his spectacular boyhood voice and uncertain of his future. But
when the Masterharper of Pern sees promise in the young man and sends him
undercover among the exiled Oldtimers, Piemur senses the looming catastrophe that
threatens the balance of power between the Weyrs and Holds of Pern. When the
unthinkable happens, Piemur must rise to the challenge to avert disaster and restore
honor to the dragons and dragonriders of Pern. Because now, in a world already beset by
Thread, another, more insidious danger looms: For the first time in living memory,
dragons may be on the verge of fighting dragons. Describes the life and work of science
fiction writer Anne McCaffrey. Let Anne McCaffrey, storyteller extraordinare and New
York Times and Sunday Times bestselling author, take you on a journey to a whole new
world: Pern and discover not only its flora, fauna, population and cultural hierarchy, but
the history of an entire civilization. If you like David Eddings, David Gemmell and
Douglas Adams, you will love this. **Runner Up for the John W. Campbell Award for Best
Science Fiction Novel** **Finalist for the Locus Award for Best Novel** 'Anne McCaffrey,
one of the queens of science fiction, knows exactly how to give her public what it wants' -
THE TIMES Readers love it: ***** - 'The tale of intrepid explorers arriving at their
destination, draws the reader in, you feel the joy, the pain and the determination to win
through, to create a new home.' ***** - 'An amazing, totally engrossing book!' ***** -
'What impressed me particularly was the way science fiction and fantasy were mixed,
elegantly and coherently into one novel.'
******************************************************************** THIS IS WHERE IT
ALL BEGAN, AND HOW IT ALL BEGAN... In the beginning, before Thread, before the
Dragons, before the Holds and the Weyrs and the elite Dragonriders of Pern, was just the
great ships gliding through space with nearly six thousand colonists prepared to tackle
the mighty task of beginning a new world on a strange planet. It was a jewel of a planet,
with rivers and seas and mountains, and breathable air and growing things. Then came
the terror. The strange, unidentifiable circles in the grass suddenly revealed a meaning,
and every living thing was at risk. Many died - a horrible and consuming death. All
resources, every man, woman and child had to fight the terrible nightmare of Thread. But
a new creature was about to save the planet. From the delicate fire lizards a new life was



born - a new symbiosis between man and beast... Award-winning artist Whelan has
illustrated the work of almost every major author in speculative fiction. Here are featured
all the artist's major recent paintings, as well as a series of 25 never-before-seen works
produced especially for this book. Over 100 full-color reproductions. As a deadly
epidemic sweeps across the land of Pern, only Kindan, a young apprentice to the guild of
musicians and teachers known as the Harpers, recognizes the imminent peril and must
come up with a way to stop the illness from spreading. Anne McCaffrey: A Life with
Dragons is the biography of a writer who vividly depicted alien creatures and new worlds.
As the author of the Dragonriders of Pern series, McCaffrey (1926–2011) was one of the
most significant writers of science fiction and fantasy. She was the first woman to win the
Hugo and Nebula awards, and her 1978 novel The White Dragon was the first science-
fiction novel to appear on the New York Times hardcover bestseller list. This biography
reveals a fascinating and complex figure, one who created and re-created her fiction by
drawing on life experiences. At various stages, McCaffrey was a beautiful young girl who
refused to fit into traditional gender roles in high school, a restless young mother who
wanted to write, an American expatriate who became an Irish citizen, an animal lover
who dreamed of fantasy worlds with perfect relationships between humans and beasts,
and a wife trapped in an unhappy marriage just as the women's movement took hold.
Author Robin Roberts conducted interviews with McCaffrey, her children, friends, and
colleagues, and used archival correspondence and contemporary reviews and criticism.
The biography examines how McCaffrey's early interests in theater, Slavonic languages
and literature, and British history, mythology, and culture all shaped her science fiction.
The book is a nuanced portrait of a writer whose appeal extends well beyond readers of
her chosen genre. A comprehensive three-volume reference work offers six hundred
entries, with the first two volumes covering themes and the third volume exploring two
hundred classic works in literature, television, and film. Let Anne McCaffrey, storyteller
extraordinare and New York Times and Sunday Times bestselling author, take you on a
journey to a whole new world: Pern and discover not only its flora, fauna, population and
cultural hierarchy, but the history of an entire civilization. If you like David Eddings,
David Gemmell and Douglas Adams, you will love this. **Finalist for the Hugo Award for
Best Novel** ** Winner of the HOMer Award for Science Fiction** **Finalist for the Locus
Award for Best Novel** 'Anne McCaffrey, one of the queens of science fiction, knows
exactly how to give her public what it wants' - THE TIMES 'You have many hours of
happy reading ahead.' - ***** Reader Review 'Would certainly recommend to anyone
looking for a story to lose yourself in and come out the other end replete.' - ***** Reader
Review ******************************************************************** A science
fiction classic from a master of the genre. When AIVAS -- the Artificial Intelligence Voice
Address System -- was first discovered at Landing, the entire planet of Pern was awed at
the knowledge it divulged. All the history of the people of Pern was there. Dragonholders,
Lord Holders and Craftmasters crowded into the tiny inner room to learn the secrets of
their beginnings. Ana AIVAS had other gifts to offer -- stored information of old crafts
that had been forgotten, of medicine, music and technology. But the greatest promise
AIVAS offered was the chance to rid Pern of Thread forever. All the great ones of Pern
began the long and arduous task of learning just how to operate the incredible plan. This
was a plan of such daring and epic proportions that both dragons and riders would be put
at risk... With the help of Master-harper, Menolly and her fire lizards overcome the
prejudice against a woman's becoming a harper on the planet Pern. When Masterharper
Zist takes over as Harper for Natalon's coal-mining camp, he takes with him his
apprentice, the orphaned, mute Pellar, and Pellar's fire-lizard Chitter. Pellar has become
a gifted tracker and Zist gives him his own mission - to find out if the recent thefts of coal



are the work of the Shunned, criminals condemned to a life of wandering and hardship.
Halla is one of the children of the Shunned. Though innocent of their parents' crimes,
these children have inherited their cruel punishment. With no shelter when the lethal
Thread falls again they will have no protection against it. Life is even tougher for Halla,
all her family are dead and she must fend for herself. Yet Halla is kind and gentle,
devoted to helping those more helpless than she, unlike Tenim, a fellow child of the
Shunned. Tenim is in league with Tarik, a crooked miner from Camp Natalon, who helps
him steal coal in exchange for a cut of the profit. But Tenim soon realizes there is a lot
more to be made from firestone, the volatile mineral that enables the dragons of Pern to
burn Thread out of the sky. Tenim doesn't care what he has to do, or whom he has to kill,
in order to corner the market. Cristov is Tarik's son. Dishonored by his father's greed and
treachery, he decides he must make amends somehow... even if it means risking his life
by mining the volatile firestone, which blows up at contact with the slightest drop of
moisture. When the last remaining firestone mine explodes in flames, a desperate race
begins to find a new deposit of the deadly but essential mineral, for without it there can
be no defence against Thread. But Tenim has a murderous plan to turn the tragedy to his
own advantage, and only Pellar, Halla and Cristov can stop him - and ensure that there
will be a future for all on the world of the Dragonriders. “Personable characters and
superb storytelling make this an excellent choice. . . . Essential for Pern fans of all
ages.”—Library Journal (starred review) The son of a miner, Kindan has no expectations
for any other life. He loves his lessons with the camp’s harper, but music isn’t part of a
miner’s future. He also enjoys helping out with the camp’s watch-wher— a creature
distantly related to dragons and uniquely suited to work in dark, cold spaces—but even
that important job can’t promise a future above the ground. Then disaster strikes. In one
terrible instant, Kindan loses his family and the camp loses its watch-wher. It will take a
new friendship and a new responsibility to teach Kindan that even a seemingly impossible
dream is never out of reach . . . and that light can be found in the deepest darkness. “A
guaranteed pleaser [in] one of SF’s most splendid and longest-lived sagas.”—Booklist
“Another delightful entry in the Pern series.”—Publishers Weekly Although Lorana cured
the dragons' sickness so many died from the disease that there are no longer enough
dragons to fight the deadly Thread, and more dragons and their riders die each
Threadfall. With their numbers dwindling, Lorana made the decision to fly forward in
time in a desperate bid to bring dragons from the future to fight Thread. She knew that
jumping so far in time would result in her losing her baby, but without her jump all life on
Pern is doomed. Back at Telgar Weyr Fiona, Kindan and T'mar realise what Lorana has
done. They are desperately sad, but two things give them hope. The first is that Fiona is
expecting twins, and the second the fact that all the dragonriders are exhausted, a sign
that they are Timing it - existing elsewhere in space and time - which gives them hope
that Lorana has found a way through time to help them. Sure enough, led by messages
left for them by Lorana, they fly through space to the Dawn Sisters, the ships hanging in
space that brought their ancestors to Pern. From there they look down at the beautiful
planet and see a previously undiscovered continent - this is where they are Timing it and
where they are reunited with Lorana. Now they can increase the number and strength of
the dragons before going back to their own time to fight Thread. Although Lorana found
she couldn't break time, she has found a way to cheat it. When a mine containing
firestone, the mineral that gives the dragons of Pern their ability to breathe fire,
explodes, killing the miners trapped there, young Cristov volunteers to take over the
dangerous task of retrieving the explosive rock for the dragons, in the sequel to Dragon's
Kin. 150,000 first printing. On Pern, men breed and train great fire-breathing dragons to
help them fight the deadly silver Threads that fall from the sky, destroying all life-forms,



whenever the Red Star passes near. Volume III of The Dragonriders of Pern®, the
influential series by sci-fi/fantasy titan Anne McCaffrey Never in the history of Pern has
there been a dragon like Ruth. Mocked by other dragons for his small size and pure white
color, Ruth is smart, brave, and loyal—qualities that he shares with his rider, the young
Lord Jaxom. Unfortunately, Jaxom is also looked down upon by his fellow lords, and by
other riders as well. His dreams of joining the dragonriders in defending Pern are
dismissed. What else can Jaxom and Ruth do but strike out on their own, pursuing in
secret all they are denied? But in doing so, the two friends will find themselves facing a
desperate choice—one that will push their bond to the breaking point . . . and threaten
the future of Pern itself. The specter of sickness looms over the Weyrs of Pern, felling fire-
lizards and threatening their dragon cousins, Pern’s sole defense against the deadly
phenomenon that is Thread. Fiona, the young rider of queen dragon Talenth, is about to
assume the duties of a Weyrwoman when word spreads that dragons have begun
succumbing to the new contagion. As more dragons sicken and die, Weyrleader B’Nik
and queen rider Lorana comb Fort Weyr’s archives in a desperate search for clues from
the past that may hold the solution to the plague. But could the past itself prove the
pathway to salvation for Pern’s imperiled dragons? Guided by a mysterious ally from a
wholly unexpected place, and trusting in the dragon gift for transcending time, Fiona will
join a risky expedition with far-reaching consequences for both Pern’s future and her
personal destiny. Finally... She's written The Book on Dragons. Anne McCaffrey is as
renowned for her knowledge of dragons as she is for her New York Times bestselling
novels. In this beautifully designed hardcover, McCaffrey focuses her attention on the
fantastical creature's existence throughout history. Her words are complemented by the
stunning color portraits by John Howe, noted for his success with several J.R.R. Tolkien
calendars and maps. Engagingly conceived, McCaffrey's story is a modernday dragon
fantasy, colored with excerpts of some of the most thrilling scenes taken from classic
dragon tales and accompanied by John Howe's magnificent art. Dragons from the time of
the Bible and the Babylonians, the Arthurian Era and the Chinese Dynasties, to the
current dragons invented by Robin McKinley, Gordon R. Dickson, Melanie Rown, and
McCaffrey herself--are all fully explored and rendered in glorious detail. At once a
thrilling history, a charming fantasy, and a tantalizing art book, A Diversity of Dragons is
sure to find a place beside Anne McCaffrey's other bestsellers. A deadly epidemic was
sweeping across Pern! Everyone, holder and dragonrider alike, pitched in to help—except
Nerilka’s father, who refused to share Fort Hold’s bounty with the other Holds. So,
ashamed of her family and determined to do her part, Nerilka packed up medicines and
supplies and sneaked off to aid her people. Her quest to help wherever she was most
needed led her finally to Ruatha Hold, where Lord Alessan was frantically preparing the
precious serum needed for mass inoculations against the dread plague. Nerilka had long
ago abandoned her hope of marriage and a home of her own. Now she found happiness in
being useful and appreciated—first the Healers and then Alessan made very clear that
they were grateful for her help. She had no idea that her new path would change the
course of her life forever! Dragonflight: On the planet Pern, deadly "thread" falls from the
sky and puts all living creatures at risk. The symbiotic relationship of dragon and rider is
the planet's only hope for survival. Dragonflight is the story of Lessa, the last of the noble
bloodline of Ruatha Hold. The dragonriders rescue her from servitude while searching for
likely candidates to impress the new dragon queen. Lessa is successful at imprinting
Ramoth, the new queen, which makes her the leader of the Weyr and the mate of F'lar.
As rider of the bronze dragon Mnementh, he is most suitable to lead the on-going
struggle against the dreaded thread. Dragonquest: The deadly silver Threads are falling
again. The dragonriders take to the air, their magnificent flying dragons destroying the



shimmering strands before they reach the ground. F'lar has to find a better way to
protect Pern before the Oldtimers dissent, or the fire-lizards stir up trouble, or his
brother F'nor launches a suicide mission! When his boy soprano voice begins to change,
Piemur is drafted by Masterharper Robinton to help with political work and is sent on
missions that lead him into unusual and sometimes dangerous adventures. Let Anne
McCaffrey, storyteller extraordinare and New York Times and Sunday Times bestselling
author, take you on a journey to a whole new world: Pern. A world of dragons and other
worldly forces; a world of mighty power and ominous threat. If you like David Eddings,
Brandon Sanderson and Douglas Adams, you will love this. 'Anne McCaffrey, one of the
queens of science fiction, knows exactly how to give her public what it wants' -- THE
TIMES 'Mesmerising and totally unputdownable' -- ***** Reader review 'Staggeringly
good' -- ***** Reader review 'Another story of Pern I simply couldn't put down' -- *****
Reader review 'Just brilliant!!!' -- ***** Reader review
*********************************************************************************** Here
are five gripping episodes of early Pern -- from the very first space survey recommending
colonisation, to the last, where the early world, its young dragon culture undetected, is
condemned to be isolated in space. Here is the saga of the mass evacuation from the
volcanic southern continent, an entire group of people moved across the dangerous seas,
guarded and guided by a flotilla of dolphins. Here, too, is the story of the creation of
Ruatha Hold -- a mammoth undertaking in the early days of Pern. And here is one of the
most fascinating dragon tales ever written by Anne McCaffrey, when Fort Weyr was the
only weyr, and when dragonriders and dragons were overcrowded to danger point. As the
news broke of three fresh weyrs to be established, a young girl, Torene, came to realize
that her dragon could be the next Queen of the newly formed Benden Weyr... Pursuing
her dream to be a Harper of Pern, Menolly studies under the Masterharper learning that
more is required than a facility with music and a clever way with words. Sequel to
Dragonsong. Includes reports, etc., of the Society. "One of the world's most beloved
series in sci-fi histoy--Anne McCaffrey's The Dragonriders of Pern--relaunches with an all-
new adventure. The world of Pern has for centuries depended on its dragons and their
riders to protect it from total annihilation. But when greed and resentment begin to
simmer among the working people, and disagreements between dragonriders have
already culminated in the exile of an entire clan, the growing tensions threaten to result
in the most unthinkable act of all: dragon fighting dragon!"-- NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER Scores of dragons are dead after plague swept across the world of Pern,
and now the Weyrs are struggling to rebuild before Threadfall destroys everything—and
everyone—left alive. Their best hope lies with a group of new dragonriders who have
volunteered to brave the dangers of an unexplored island populated by vicious wild
felines and voracious tunnel-snakes to create a safe home for their young dragons, whose
offspring will hopefully replenish Pern’s decimated population. But their leader, Xhinna,
the first female rider of a blue dragon, faces an uphill battle to win the respect of her
peers, especially after tragedy leaves the new colony reeling. The way forward seems to
lie with the awesome ability of the dragons to travel through time. But that power comes
with risks: By venturing into the past, Xhinna may jeopardize the very future she has
sworn to save. “Memorable characters and a good balance of individual dramas and large-
scale action make this a strong addition to the Pern saga.”—Library Journal “Longtime
fans will enjoy the latest adventures of the cheerful dragonriders and their colorful
mounts.”—Publishers Weekly “McCaffrey will be remembered, rightly, as one of science
fiction’s grand masters.”—Tordotcom Forbidden by her father to indulge in music in any
way, a girl on the planet Pern runs away, taking shelter with the planet's fire lizards who,
along with her music, open a new life for her.
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